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DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA

“Have you ever thought about how different your life would have turned out if you had been  
 born into a different family, or different socio-economic status, or even a different country?”

asked Gabriella Brignardello, to the 
packed audience of students, faculty, 
staff and alumnae in the La Reina gym.

The Distinguished 
Alumna Award is given 
annually to a graduate 
who uses her God-given 
talents to better the 
community. “I’ve always 
been a ’fixer’,” said 
Gabriella, “my desire to 
’fix’ things started when 
I was 10 years old.” As a 
young student, Gabriella 
worked for the Make-a-
Wish Foundation, Many 
Mansions, and the Boys 
and Girls Club.

At the age of 15, Gabriella 
decided to focus on 
fixing something closer 
to her heart and founded 
Mi Casa de Angeles – a nonprofit 
organization with the mission of 
providing higher quality education for 
the needy children in Peru, her dad’s 
home country. Gabriella shared that  

“at La Reina, 
I had felt the 
tangible impacts 
of high quality 
education as my 
teachers (and 
classmates) 
challenged me, 
pushing me 
to my limits, 

empowering me to be confident in 
my intellectual abilities, and fostering 
strong learning habits that would stay 
with me for the rest of my life. This 
is why I wanted to give back to the 
children of Peru.”

While still a student at La Reina, 
she continued to support her cause 
through community fundraising events 
supported by her classmates. “I can 

honestly say that 
because of the La 
Reina community and 
the womanpower of my 
classmates, who took 
on my passion of better 
quality education as 
their own, Mi Casa de 
Angeles is what it  
is today.”

And so in March 2015, 
after six years of hard 
but rewarding work, 
Mi Casa de Angeles 
and its Peruvian NGO 
partner, Sembrando 
Juntos, opened a jointly 
built and managed 

nursery/daycare and preschool in the 
shantytown of Pachacutec, Lima, Peru. 
By 2018, the school was serving over 
300 students from the surrounding 
areas through its nursery program 
(ages 0-3), its four classrooms (ages 
3-5), and its community library. 

After graduating from La Reina, 
Gabriella attended Stanford University 
and graduated in 2016, with a Bachelor 
of Science in Symbolic Systems 
(concentrating in Human-Computer 
Interaction) and a minor in Spanish. 
For the past year and a half, she has 
been working as an Associate for the 
strategy consulting firm, Parthenon-
EY, in their Los Angeles office, while 
continuing in her role as the Founder 
and CEO of Mi Casa de Angeles.

Coming back to La Reina brought back 
many fond memories for Gabriella, 

who shared that “I will always be 
a La Reina girl at heart, because it 
is this school, this faculty, and this 
group of girls that 
encouraged me to 
become confident, 
giving and strong 
in my beliefs. And 
I hope that every 
young lady siting 
here today will 
continue to carry 
the plaid with her too.”

For more information on  
Mi Casa de Angeles, please visit: 
www.micasadeangeles.org
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“I can honestly 
say that because 
of the La Reina 
community and 
the womanpower 
of my classmates, 
who took on my 
passion of better 
quality education 
as their own, Mi 
Casa de Angeles  
is what it is today.”
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